
Secretary’s Report 

 

I’ve compiled over 20 of these Reports during my time as a Club Secretary and 

usually it’s a cut and paste job with the odd tweak here and there depending on on-

field performances. However, 2020 was the exception. Although the first reports were 

appearing on News programmes when we sat down last year, I don’t think any of us 

anticipated the impact Covid would have on our lives and on our cricket activity or 

that our next AGM would be in a virtual format. 

 

The first decision we had to take back in March concerned Usman and we were left 

with no alternative but to withdraw the contract offer. It was the only sensible 

decision we could take as a committee – disappointed though everyone was - but was 

subsequently proved to be the correct one. From that point on until mid-June, as with 

other Clubs, we simply had to wait for Government announcements, for those to be 

interpreted and applied to cricket by Cricket Scotland and Sportscotland and then for 

guidance to be rolled out to Clubs advising what could and, more often, could not be 

done. Hopefully, despite the content of some of our communications not being what 

people wanted to hear, Members feel that we kept them updated as best we could. 

 

Throughout the 3 months from mid-Mar to mid-Jun when there was no cricket 

activity, I should stress that there was still much work being done behind the scenes at 

national, local and club level to try to maximise activity when we got the nod to start. 

Whilst I have had thanks directed to me personally from some parents and players for 

the activity we were able to undertake, I would like to put on record appreciation for 

the efforts of Gordon Mckinnie and also Steven Greig from the Gannochy Trust in 

particular. In his roles with CS and SPCU, Gordon spent a huge amount of his time 

last year contributing to the restart criteria that Clubs received and, when appropriate 

to do so, sharing that with me at Club level which in turn allowed me to liaise with 

Gannochy Trust so we could be allowed access to Doo’cot Park. That is where Steven 

Greig comes in – whilst some may feel the Trust took excessive time in allowing us 

access, without Steven’s support it would have taken a lot longer. The Trust are very 

H&S conscious and the safety of their staff takes precedence over PDCC access. They 

wanted to be 100% sure that allowing us back was safe and were doing so whilst also 

trying to finish a major housebuilding project on the estate. They engaged an external 

consultant at their expense to review our request to restart nets and games and, as I 

expect the accounts will show, the Trust also waived our Annual fee for 2020. 

 

So yes, whilst there was a lot of admin and organisation crammed in to a short time to 

allow resumption of Nets, intra club games and then Friendlies, it was ultimately a 

group effort. When we did restart at senior and junior level, it was great to see around 

40 different players get one or more games and for our 6 Junior sessions to be fully 

subscribed. It was also good to see early signs that Greg Denton’s appointment as 

Groundsman will be a positive one. The response from senior members and parents to 

subscriptions or a voluntary contribution was also heartening and Jonathan can 

answer any queries on wider financial impact of Covid on our finances in his report.  

 

At this point, I’d start to cover plans for the coming season – league structures, indoor 

nets/fitness sessions, overseas player update etc but the whole thing is a moving 

target. Jim Calder and I have participated in a Zoom Call of SPCU Clubs but that was 

before the latest lockdown and so the landscape has changed already and no doubt 



will change again. As part of AOB at end of Meeting, we will look to provide a fuller 

update on each of these areas as they currently stand but must emphasise that these 

are subject to change. Bear in mind the SPCU cannot formulate a full season plan 

until EPL have done likewise and so it will be some time yet before we know if there 

will be a competitive 2021 season. We will prepare as best we can for April start 

within the limitations that Covid rules bring but also aim to be flexible as we simply 

do not know at this point what 2021 will look like.  

 

All we can do at this stage is hope that 2021 will be better for us all on and off the 

cricket pitch. In overall terms, cricket is not high on the world’s list of priorities but 

sport and the friendships and pleasure that arise from it benefit us all.  

 

Fergie 

8th Jan 2021 

 

 

 

 

 


